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Well, it’s been a strange old year, and no mistake! 
 
It began with the loss of two good friends of the club, ‘Taxi’ John Wilson and Dave ‘The Cave’ 
Checkley, both of whom passed away early in the year.  Both had been very active and popular 
members of the club before health problems overtook them, and they will be missed. 
 

 
 

John Wilson 

 
 

Dave Checkley 
 
This year also marked the 20th anniversary of the death of Rob Dixon, who was killed during a club 
trip to Pembrokeshire.  Although he won’t be known to many of you, Rob too had been a very active 
member.  His widow Irene and son Matt (who as a 13 year old had accompanied Rob on that trip) 
returned to Pembrokeshire in August to visit the spot and to walk part of the Coastal Path to raise 
money for the RNLI, who had helped in the rescue.   
 
On a more cheerful note, the year had started well with a very enjoyable weekend meet in Langdale, 
followed by one in Wales, but then of course the coronavirus pandemic shut everything shut down 
and all the great trips we’d got planned had to be cancelled.  After lockdown ended there was a 
good deal of uncertainty how the ever-changing rules might affect outdoor activities.  The 
Committee took the view that we didn’t want to risk damage to the club’s reputation, and maybe 
even a possible fine, by seeming to encourage people to gather together in ways which might 
potentially have resulted in a breach of the regulations.  We didn’t publish the usual list of Tuesday 
evening climbing venues, other activities were cancelled, and we have since been cautious about 
whether and how we resume them.  People instead made their own arrangements to walk and 
climb, but acting as individuals and without officially involving the club. 
 
Organised walks were out of the question for some time, due to the restrictions on mixing with 
others.  Julia has reported in more detail on what we were able to achieve.  It was obvious that hut 



meets would also be out of the question, and these have all now been cancelled or deferred to next 
year. 
 
Eventually formal protocols were established which allowed sports clubs (including climbing clubs) 
to organise outdoor activities for up to 30 people, subject to requirements which include risk 
assessments and record-keeping.  These cannot easily be followed for climbing sessions, although 
walks are possible.  However the variations between the restrictions for different Tiers have made it 
difficult to plan events, and we had already decided to cancel the November walk before the second 
lockdown again put a stop to everything.  At the time of writing it is too early to guess what might 
succeed lockdown, and we can only hope that we might be able to resume club activities before too 
long. 
 
While activities have been inevitably curtailed, we have tried to support members in other ways.  As 
the monthly social evenings at the Hope were not possible we started meeting online.  I hope people 
found these helpful to keep in touch with one another, I know I have.  We have also tried to keep 
people posted with the latest guidance and advice from the BMC.  If anyone has any suggestions for 
what other support we can give or what else we could be doing, please let me know. Likewise, if 
anyone needs individual support which the club might be in a position to offer, please get in touch.   
 
It hardly needs saying that for at least the next few months, and maybe longer, the future appears 
very uncertain.  The Committee is considering whether to book huts for the first few months of the 
year, just in case restrictions are relaxed sufficiently for meets to take place.  There seems no point 
in planning activities for next summer until nearer the time, by which time things may look different 
– whether better or worse remains to be seen.   
 
What is important is that the club will be in a strong position to recommence activities as soon as it 
possible and safe to do so, and I would urge everyone please to renew their membership, even if 
may seem you are not making much use of it at the moment.  Although the club is still financially 
sustainable, it needs you, the members, to keep it going.  Anyone who is unemployed or furloughed 
can renew their club membership at a reduced rate, as we will be passing on the reduction in the 
BMC subscription which it includes. 
 
Finally I would like to thank the Committee for their work and support, in particular Moira who is 
standing down as Meets Secretary, which unfortunately this year has largely meant cancelling all the 
meets she had worked so hard to arrange. 
 
Most important of all, keep yourselves safe and well.  See you on the other side. 
 
Howard Jones 
President 
 


